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PARENT MORNING TEA—Building our
Thank you to all the parents who attended our first parent
morning tea for 2019. It was lovely to have the time to sit and
talk with both new and current parents and extend the ’Nilma
welcome.’ Parents got to know each other and connect,
discuss ideas for fundraising, clarify any school operations And
ideas for playground development. It was decided at the
meeting to have a monthly parent meeting—run by parents to
build our inclusive school culture. The next meeting is set for
2.30pm on 22nd February. See page 10 for more details.
We will address some of our future goals for Nilma and discuss
opportunities for parents to be involved in the school. Thank
you.
SCHOOL BBQ and Year 6 Badge Presentation
All families and friends are invited to our community school
BBQ. This will be another opportunity for families to connect and
build relationships in our wonderful community. The BBQ is on
Tuesday 26th February (note change of date) and starts at
5.30pm. We will also be able to present our new School Council
to the community too.
SCHOOL COUNCIL—Decision Making at NPS
The culture of Nilma Primary School is to work in partnership
with parents for the benefit of all students and families. We have
been very fortunate to have such a positive and engaged parent
body for Council.
School Council Meeting
Nilma’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on
Monday 25th February 2019.
Parents are welcome to the meeting.
Self Nomination Forms are available from the Office.
We have received 2 parent nominations and now extend the
offer of the final parent position to Friday
15th February. (tomorrow)
Our school DET representatives will be
Belinda Smythe and Emily Matarczyk.
Learning @ Nilma
How exciting! Students have been heavily
involved in our Art sessions and creating
designs for the Warragul Show and the Hay
Bale Competition. The creation is taking place!
Can’t wait to see the finished product.
STUDENT ATTENDANCE
Our new Sign In/Out register is up and
running! Last year we introduced an
electronic register for late arrivals and
early departures. The station is set up in
the Office area, please speak to Belinda
to learn more about the process.
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Students in all year levels enjoyed a
Hockey Clinic with Mia and Tim from
the West Gippsland Hockey Association last Thursday.
School Council President NOTE
Welcome to everyone to the start of a year from the school
council. We have some big goals we are working towards this
year including new work on the school grounds. We are
looking for any input from the general school community, no
matter how big or small that may be. The more input and help
we get the better we can all make the school.
Feel free to contact me (turner.stuart@edumail.vic.gov.au)
P.S.
We do have a position available to join the council, if you are
interested please contact the office.
Regards Stuart Turner
CENSUS DAY
Census Day for 2019 has been confirmed as Thursday 28th
February 2019, as advised by the DET on Tuesday 12th February.
This allows for the Foundation students to continue with the 4
day weekly transition to school, with their first full week of
school now beginning on Monday 4th March. Foundation
students are not required at school on Wednesday 27th
February.
OSHC—OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE
NEWSLETTER
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R.E.A.L STUDENTS @ NILMA
Learner of the Week
RED HOMEGROUP

For settling in
to Year 1 with
ease. You have
shown a ‘can-do’
attitude and have demonstrated an
eagerness to learn. Well done
Tori!

For already
putting a huge
effort into your
learning this year. You have been
focused and ready to learn. Keep
it up Charlotte!

GREEN HOMEGROUP

For making a
consistent effort
in his handwriting by getting on to task quickly
working hard. Great job James,
keep it up!

For bringing a
fantastic
attitude and work ethic to
school everyday. Keep up
the excellent work Levi!

BLUE HOMEGROUP

L.A.U.G.H Program
Learning Activities Under Guidance of Home
NIGHTLY READING
Students will be bringing home books for nightly
reading as part of their LAUGH (Learning Activities
Under the Guidance of Home) program. Please support
your child with their reading by sharing these books at
home.
Your child has already been introduced to the texts
being sent home and are encouraged to discuss the
pictures and think about what is happening in the book.
Praise your child’s attempts at reading the words and
sharing their thinking. Sounding out the words and
looking at the pictures for support, are both good
strategies for effective readers.
Once read, the title of the book needs to be recorded in
the student diary provided and signed (on the day
read). Books are to be returned to school the following
day in the school satchel.

PLAYGROUND
AWARDS



For putting a
huge effort into
your learning this week. You
have been ‘on task’ and determined
to achieve. Keep it up!

for showing such
a positive attitude
to all aspects of your learning
and always considering and
respecting your fellow students.
You are a great role model!

YELLOW HOMEGROUP

for her great
start here at
Nilma with her positive approach
to learning and vibrant
engagement with her peers.
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for her fabulous
start at Nilma
Primary School, with beginning
friendships and participation in
individual and team learning
activities.




Alex
Jaycobb
KJ
James
Happy Birthday

HAPPENINGS IN OUR HOMEGROUPS!
Across the school students
participate in regular
‘Brain Breaks’ – short
physical activities that
aim to increase oxygen
flow to the brain and reHome Group energises the body,
helping students stay
- 1/F Ruby
more attentive
Red
and focused.
Here, students
in the Red Home Group are
participating in Go Noodle
activities for their Brain
Break, an addition to their
Fruit Break.
Students in the Red Home Group have also engaged in
structured developmental learning sessions where activities
help to stimulate imagination and encourage creative play
and discovery.
This assists in
building their
language,
socialemotional,
cognitive and
physical skills.

This year the Warragul Show Art
Exhibition theme revolves around our
wonderful farmers and farms, "Things
you find on a Farm". Students designed
and develop their own art piece for
display at the Warragul Show.
Home
Group
-4Aqua
Blue
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The students in the Green home group have
settled in well to the new year bringing an
enthusiastic attitude and beaming smiles
into the classroom every day. It has been
fantastic getting to know each student and
their interests and I am truly looking
Home Group
forward to the year ahead.
Last Friday during our Buddies session,
students learnt about the artist Pablo
Picasso and how
he used lines,
shape and colour
to create his
unique style of
art. Students
then had the
chance to draw
their buddy using
what they had
just learnt. The
students created
magnificent,
colourful pieces!

- 3/2 Emerald
Green

Along with the rest of the students here at
Nilma Primary School, students in Yellow
Home Group took part in the West Gippsland
Hockey Association 2019 Roadshow. The
season took place of last Thursday with
students building their skills with the correct
grip, passing, receiving and moving with the
Home Group
ball. It was great to have all students participate
- 6/5 with energy and enthusiasm.
Lemon
Yellow

CURRICULUM CORNER

‘Writing floats on a sea of talk…children discover things to write about by
talking and writing (and listening to the writing of others) which elicits more stories.
It never stops.’
(Graves, cited in Newkirk & Kittle, 2013, p.101)
A writer’s notebook is seen as a space for students to collect thoughts, ideas and borrowed words
and phrases – ‘seeds’ for writing. The language experiences and shared conversations around
these ‘seeds’ provide a rich platform for students writing.
Using images, words and or phrases to support students thinking and build a collection of ideas
for writing. The writer’s notebook is a tool through which word conscious writers are built.
The Writer’s notebook will serve the same purpose
When first introduced a Writer’s Notebook is explicitly taught with the teacher modelling the
recording of ideas, making notes from a read aloud or shared text, discussing and words and
phrases that are seen as ‘gifts of words’ - from authors who enrich our writing.’ (Fletcher, 2014)

Students are then supported to begin and add to their own writer’s notebook. Borrowing words,
quotes and phrases to explore and practice their own written language. Visual stimuli will form a
part of instructional lesson to support student’s ideas.
Consequently, students in the senior years will be independent in actively making entries into
their own Writers’ Notebook, building a collection of Tier two words, phrases and examples of
fine literature; showcasing literature devices and rich language. Examples of the different
punctuation marks are recorded within exemplar pieces of writing. Students can also record their
thinking and ideas for writing, including visual stimulus.

What seems interesting to me?
What do I deeply care about?
What ideas keep tugging at me?
What seems bold and original?
What is something new and intriguing?
What memories stand out?
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CURRICULUM CORNER
‘A Reader’s Notebook is a never ending collection of thoughts, wonderings, discoveries and
connections made during the reading process. A record of student’s metacognition and
relationship to the text read or viewed. It provides a link to the inner thinking of a developing
reader.’
(Leading Literacy , 2018)

A reader’s notebook is seen as a place for students to document their thinking, recording their
thoughts, ideas and opinions in response to a text experienced
Reader’s Notebooks are used as tools to deepen knowledge and may be used to support students
with their thinking for group discussions.
When first introduced a Reader’s Notebook is explicitly taught with the teacher modelling the
recording of books read, making notes about texts read or viewed. Rich discussions will support
students to think about the text. The language experiences and shared conversations will support
students to develop their comprehension strategies and share their thinking.
With Support students will use a Reader’s Notebook to respond to what they have read or
viewed through drawing and writing, expressing and expanding their thinking. A Reader’s
Notebooks gives teachers an ‘window’ into the depth of a student’s understanding. Considering
the evidence of learning across the entries. Responses to texts can come in the form of sticky
notes, think sheets, short and longer summary responses, notes from discussions, thoughtful
illustrations and other structured or students’ choice notebook entries.
Students will continue to develop a variety of ways to respond to texts. The teacher will model
analytical and evaluative thinking about a text and present options as to how a response/
students thinking may be recorded or displays. More directed responses
A Readers Notebook will also include a reading log to demonstrate the depth and spread of their
reading. Providing as insight into the subject and genres of interest to the reader.

JAPANESE EXCHANGE PROGRAM
In March 2019 a group of children, parents and teachers from Japan arrive to stay with
Jamieson, Darnum and Nilma for 8 days. There are 18 arriving: Seven adults and eleven
students. They will be arriving on Thursday 28th March and departing on Thursday 4th April.
Nilma will host the group for a day on the Friday 29th March at school.
If you are available to host, you would need to be able to accommodate one adult and two
children. Please let the Office know. It would be a great experience for your family.
In late October or early November 2019 (depending on available flights) we fly to Kyushu
Japan to stay with our host families for approx. 10-11 days. The group size will be about
22-24, with 2 or 3 students/and one staff member per family. There would be only limited
places for parents attending this program. If you or your child is interested in going to
Japan this year—could you please let the Office know. The cost would be approx. $2300.
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PIANO & SINGING
LESSONS
With Miriam Hood $20
per half-hour

I have grade 8 AMEB piano
and am currently studying a
Bachelor of Music at
Melbourne Uni.
Please contact:
0429 056 867 Or

chmiriamhood@gmail.com
Lessons are held at
Nilma PS

SCHOOL INFORMATION
Juice Boxes and Icypoles
are available for purchase
during recess and lunch
(for the first 15
minutes of each break)
Juice Boxes - $1.00 ea
Icypoles - .50c ea
Each homegroup have their
own tub for money, students
can bring in money to be
placed in the tubs which are
kept in the Office.

School banking will
resume this Friday and
continue on Friday’s for
Term 1. If you would like
any information on the
School Banking Program,
please speak to Belinda in
the Office or pop into your
local Commonwealth
Bank branch to sign up!

Breakfast Club is held every Monday and Wednesday morning each term.
Students can arrive from 8.30am and enjoy a breakfast with fellow
students. The menu consists of Cereals, Toast, Baked Beans and Fruit.
After eating breakfast, students wash their own dishes and then head out
to play by 8.50am.

OFFICE HOURS
(Term 1)
Monday
8.30am - 3.30pm
Tuesday
8.30am - 4.30pm
Wednesday
8.30am - 4.30pm
Thursday
8.30am - 4pm
Friday
8.30am - 3pm

SCHOOL COMMUNICATION
SCHOOL MOBILE PHONE
The school has obtained a mobile phone over the holiday break. This can be used as another form of
communication, to notify staff of absences and to contact the school in the event of phone issues. The
number is 0423 562 379 - please put this number in your phone! The school will also use the phone as
another form of communication with parents and for emergency management purposes.
ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCES
Department changes that came into effect this last year will still be implemented this year. We encourage
parents to communicate absences with staff, this can be done via our new school mobile, email, note/letter,
phone call or verbally. Absences not explained to staff on the day will be followed up with a message, email
and/or phone call to parents where possible. If you have any questions or queries on this new process then
please speak to the Office staff or the Principal.
Late arrivals (after 9am) must be signed in at the Office by an adult. If your
child needs to leave school early, please come to the Office first to sign
them out and a staff member will collect your
child from class.
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NILMA NEWS
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS!
PARENT TEACHER DISCUSSIONS
The Parent Teacher Discussions will be held on Thursday
21st February from 1.30pm to 5.30pm. Booking
confirmations are attached to the newsletter.
SCHOOL BBQ
The school BBQ will be held on Tuesday 26th February,
starting at 5.30pm. The Year 6 Leaders will be presented
with their school badges on this night. All parents and
students are encouraged to attend this event. The BBQ will
be provided at no cost to parents, however drinks will be
sold for $1.00 each.
For Catering purposes, please fill out the attached form
below and return it to the school Office by Friday 22nd
February.

SUNSMART SCHOOL
A reminder to all students to bring to
school their Hats, a Drink Bottle (can be
refilled during the day), a Healthy Lunch &
Snacks and Sunglasses (optional).
PS. Don’t forget to put on sunscreen in the
morning too!
School hats can be purchased at
Hip Pocket Workwear.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Photos will be taken by Spargo Photography on Thursday 28th February.
To ensure that your photos are returned as quickly as possible, please follow these quick and easy guidelines.

Please write clearly on your child's envelope (Block letters preferred)


If possible please don't use small change as this can break or fall out of your envelope, if this is not possible, please
tape up the sides or put the money in a freezer bag then inside your envelope.



For online orders, complete an envelope and record the Order Number in the “online Order#” section on the
envelope.



All children must have their own envelope with them when being photographed.



Do not use one envelope for multiple children.



Children without an envelope when having their individual photos taken will not have an order placed against their
name.



For Family/Siblings & Friends Portraits please see your school office for an information flyer and red family
envelope.



Do not place a family envelope inside another envelope or an individual envelope.

Only family/siblings with a completed family envelope will be photographed.
ONLINE PRE-ORDER
We now provide you with the flexibility of pre-paying your child's photos online. Simply follow the links below to place
your order. Once completed, print out your confirmation invoice and include in your child's envelope. If you have any
inquiries, please contact us on (03) 5942 5234

___________________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL BBQ AND YEAR 6 LEADER PRESENTATION
TUESDAY 26th FEBRUARY 5.30pm
Family ________________________________________________________________________
No. attending ____________________________________
Signed ________________________________________________________________________
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NILMA NEWS
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS!
NILMA PRIMARY SCHOOL FACEBOOK GROUP
We are currently in the process of updating our School Facebook page and changing it to a closed
group. A closed group means that the posts that are posted inside the group are not visible to
anyone that is not added to the group.
The purpose of the Facebook page is to post announcements and reminders. As well as to celebrate
the school community and the students and their learning.
Students may have photos posted on the page, but last names will not be used.
To access the page you must:
•
Return a signed copy of the Facebook Code of Conduct to school; then
•
Go to the Nilma Primary School Facebook page and ask to join. For privacy reasons only
parents / guardians will be accepted as members.
We understand that you completed a consent to publish when in the Annual Permission Booklet but
we would like to update these records with the changes that have been made to the Facebook page.
Consent Forms are attached to the newsletter.

MEET OUR JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL FOR TERM 1!!!!!!!
JUNIOUR SCHOOL
COUNCIL
Term 1
RED
Tori Fergusson
Jaxon Williames
GREEN
Jasmine Terrill
Chrissy Burgess
BLUE
Lewis Devlin
Thomas Buckler
YELLOW
Oliver Turner
Mikayla Lott
CONGRATULATIONS
ALL!

JUNIOUR SCHOOL COUNCIL
We have established our Junior School Council. Students will meet 3 times each term to discuss issues, ideas for the
school and suggestions for fundraisers. Two students from each home group will represent their group and bring the
group ideas to discuss. This group can then report to School Council and share their ideas or recommendations.
The School Council may also like to ask for specific feedback on policy and decision making too.
Congratulations to the students above.
We will present the students with small badge next week at assembly on Friday.
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FROM THE OFFICE…..
ESSENTIAL EDUCATION ITEMS
In developing the 2019 Essential Education Items (Subject Contributions), all aspects of
the Schools Resource Package from the Department of Education and Training and the
needs of the school in providing the necessary extras to provide a quality educational
program, has been considered.
The amount for Essential Education Items for 2019 will be $175.00 per child.
The amount for Essential Education Items is used to purchase all books and stationery
used by each child in their classrooms for the year. It is also used to cover costs of
purchasing materials for Art, English, Music, Mathematics, Technology, Science, and Health and PE, MARC Van
and Sports Levies. A letter is attached to the newsletter outlining the cost breakdown for subject contributions.
Nilma Primary School would appreciate payment for all Essential Education Items and Excursion Levies by the
end of first term 2019. This can be paid to the office in cash, cheque, bank deposit or Centrepay.
A payment plan can be arranged for those who wish to pay in instalments. Please speak to the office for more
information. Statements are attached to the newsletter but do not include any payments made/received after
11th February.
This year families with students in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will also have the additional cost of a school camp. Costs
and venues for the camp will be provided at a later date.
Other costs involved in the school year will include school photos, excursions/incursions and fundraising
ventures.
If families would like to know further information in regards to Essential Education Items, Camps and
Excursions and other charges, please speak to Belinda or Annette.
ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES
There are a number of avenues available for families to assist with payments.

Centrepay is available for eligible families through Centrelink. Fortnightly payments are made to the
school through Centrelink payments and allowances.

CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds is available for eligible families, with funds used to pay for
camps, excursions and sports programs.

Payment plans are available, and can be suited to individual family circumstances

Conveyance Allowance—for eligible families that live more tan 4.8km from their closest government
school
If you would like any further information on
STUDENT PERMISSION BOOKLETS
these services then please speak to Belinda
The 2019 Student Permission Booklets were attached to
in the Office.
the last newsletter. These booklets must be correctly filled
CSEF forms are available from the Office.
out and returned to school by Friday 15th February.
Families that hold a current Health Care
This booklet contains the annual permission notices for
Card are eligible to apply. A copy of your
many aspects of the school. It also contains some medical
card needs to be attached to the
management plans if required.
application, cards can be photocopied at
Secondly if your child has ongoing medication that staff is
the Office.
required to administer—parents please update our
For further information on Centrepay visit;
Medication Request form. Specific management plans for
students health and wellbeing are also attached for those
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/
students that require them to be updated annually.
individuals/services/centrelink/centrepay
For further information on school costs and
If your family details have changed over the holiday period
could you please provide the school—in writing any
fess visit;
information that may need changing in our records e.g.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/
telephone numbers, contact details, addresses, emergency
going-to-school/Pages/school-costs.aspx
contacts etc.
Thank you.
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HOW CAN YOU VOLUNTEER AT NILMA?
BE A SCHOOL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATE!
Thank you to Leigh
Addison
for
covering
new
Library books!

Come along to assembly on Friday
afternoons at 2.50pm to celebrate
students’ learning and achievements and
to listen to announcements and news.

Look out for upcoming events at NPS - we
always require volunteers to help events run
smoothly and allows students (and parents) to
engage and have fun!

Our ‘Uniform Swap Shop’ is up and running! Bring
along an item of uniform that no longer fits or isn’t
needed and swap it for an item that suits! Please
ensure that items are clean and undamaged. Thank
You to Mrs Prime for setting it up! A huge THANK
YOU to Donna Wood from ‘Curves and Kisses’ for
the donation of the clothes rack!

GET INVOLVED AT NILMA!
Do you want to get involved at Nilma? Come along to a meeting on Friday 22nd February at
2.30pm to have a chat and get to know other parents, set a schedule for meetings/catch up’s
and fundraising ideas for the year at Nilma.
Please complete the form below and return by Friday 22nd February to assist in the planning of
future meetings.
______________________________________________________________________________

PARENT INVOLVEMENT AT NILMA
I __________________________________________________________ would like to be
involved in a ‘Parent Club’ at Nilma PS.
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
AM

OR

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

PM

PLEASE CIRCLE WHICH DAYS/TIMES YOU ARE AVAILABLE
This is to enable us to make a schedule to make alternate monthly meetings to suit parents.
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WGRSSA SMALL SCHOOLS
ATHLETICS DAY CANTEEN
WEST GIPPSLAND RURAL SCHOOL SPORTS ASSOCIATION
SMALL SCHOOLS ATHLETICS DAY - CANTEEN
This year Nilma will be catering at the WGRSSA Small Schools Athletics Day on
Friday 15th March (Back Up Day is Monday 18th March).
We need a team of volunteers to assist with the coordination of the catering and
running the canteen.
There will be a number of tasks that need doing on the day; setting and packing
up, serving customers, preparing food, cooking food, cleaning areas, restocking
equipment with food and drinks, transporting items to and from the venue etc.
Ideally we would like to have at least 6 people per shift but will require more help
during the busiest part of the day, 11am—1pm.
Before the day we will also require assistance with shopping and preparations at
school.
Please complete the form below and return to school if you are able to assist on
the day.
If you are able to help out in any way please speak to Katrina Foster, or leave
your name at the Office and we can get you in contact with Katrina.
TIME

TASKS

8am—9am

Set up
Prep
Serve
Cook

9am—10am Serve
Cook
Prep
Clean
10am—11am Serve
Cook
Prep
Clean
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11am-12pm

Serve
Cook
Prep
Clean

12pm-1pm

Serve
Cook
Prep
Clean

1pm-2pm

Serve
Cook
Prep
Clean

2pm

Pack Up
Clean

NILMA PRIMARY SCHOOL
CALENDAR

Keep the calendar
on your fridge or
board at home to
stay up to date with
the events at Nilma

FEBRUARY 2019

Monday

Tuesday

11
Parent Morning Tea
9am—11am
Breakfast Club

12

18

19

Breakfast Club
25
Breakfast Club

School Council AGM
and Meeting 6.30pm

26
Excursion
Years 6/5/4
‘Old Gippstown’
School BBQ and
Year 6 Leaders
Presentation

Wednesday

Thursday

13
Breakfast Club
NO FOUNDATION STUDENTS

Friday
14

Sa
15

MARC
NEWSLETTER

School Banking
Assembly 2.50pm

20

21

22

Breakfast Club
NO FOUNDATION STUDENTS
SSG MEETINGS

MARC
Parent/Teacher
Discussions
1.30pm - 5.30pm

Parent Meeting
2.30pm
School Banking
Assembly 2.50pm

27

28

Su

16

17

23

24

CENSUS DAY

MARC

NO FOUNDATION STUDENTS
Breakfast Club

NEWSLETTER
SCHOOL PHOTOS

MARCH 2019
Monday

Tuesday

4

Wednesday

5

Breakfast Club
12

LABOUR DAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
19

WGRSSA Small
Schools
Athletics
Back Up Day

25

26

3

8
School Banking
Assembly 2.50pm

9

10

16

17

NEWSLETTER

15
WGRSSA Small
Schools
Athletics

20

21

22

23

24

Breakfast Club

MARC

School Banking
Assembly 2.50pm

27

28

30

31

Breakfast Club

NEWSLETTER
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13

Excursion
Years 3/2/1/F
‘Old Gippstown’

7
Mathematics PD

MARC
14

MARC

MARC
Breakfast Club

Sa Su
2

Breakfast Club

18

Friday
1
Circus Challenge
Incursion
School Banking
Assembly 2.50pm

Breakfast Club

11

Thursday

29
School Banking
Assembly 2.50pm
WGRSSA
Athletics Day
Selected 3-6 students

APRIL 2019
Monday
1
Responsible Pet
Ownership
Incursion Red &
Green HG’s
Breakfast Club

12

Tuesday

Wednesday
2

3

Breakfast Club

Thursday

Friday
4

Sa Su
5

LAST DAY
TERM 1

6

7

