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SAVE THE DATE!  

Year 6/5 Camp - 18th - 20th October 2021  Year 4/3 Camp - 28th & 29th October 2021 

 JUNE 2021 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 1 2 

 

Breakfast Club 

3 

MARC 

Newsletter 

4 

 

Assembly 

7 

 

Breakfast Club 

8 9 

 

Breakfast Club 

10 
 

MARC 

11 

14 
QUEENS 

BIRTHDAY 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

15 

 

16 
 
 

Breakfast Club 

17 
 

 

MARC 

18 
 

 

Assembly 

21 

 

 

 
 

Breakfast Club 

22 23 

 

 

 
 

Breakfast Club 

24 

Nilma PS  

Talent Show!  

MARC 

Newsletter 

25 

LAST DAY 

TERM 2 

1.15PM 

FINISH 

28 29 30   

A word from the Principal… 

Education Week—Monday 24th May 9-11am 

This year the focus of Education Week is ‘Building Connections’.  

In 2020, Nilma Primary introduced our Synthetic Phonics Program and 

in 2021, our Phonemic Awareness Program has been developing 

across the school. We would like to provide an opportunity for families to come 

along and see the activities in action or even join in with students.  We will provide 

families with ideas and activities you can also try at home too! Come along and 

share some Mathematics games and activities too. We can reconnect with our 

parent community and celebrate our fabulous REAL students at Nilma! 

        Thursday 13th May 2021 

NILMA PRIMARY SCHOOL  

76 BLOOMFIELD ROAD NILMA VIC 3821 

03 5623 2963 0423 562 379 



 

LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 

Students in Red Home group 
have been exploring the 
difference between living 
and non-living things during 
our weekly Science lessons. 
Students have been 
investigating the common 

needs 
of 
plants 
and animals and enjoyed 
creating their own pet with 
play dough and identifying 
its needs.  

NIGHTLY READING 

25 Nights 

Charlie 
 

50 Nights 

Devin 

Bobby 

Sienna 
 

100 Nights 

Darcee 

Year F/1 

Mrs Brown 

 
 

for settling 
in to Nilma 
Primary 
School well and for 
adapting to classroom 
routines. Well done! 

 
 

for the 
growth you 
have shown 
during our daily phonics 
lessons. Congratulations 
Shelby! 

WEEK 1 WEEK 2 
In early 2021, our school, along with thousands of others across the country will begin 
preparations for the fifth Australian Early Development Census (AEDC).  
The AEDC gives us a national picture of the development, health and wellbeing of children in 
their first year of full-time school. Since 2009, the census results have helped communities, 
schools and governments plan services and develop better policies to target support for 
children and families. 
Children don’t miss any class time, and parents/carers don’t need to supply schools with any 
new information for the census. The AEDC gives us data at a school and community level - it 
isn’t an assessment of individual children. 
We use the results to support our students and the school community.  
Some teachers have also noticed that completing the assessments made them more aware 
of the needs of individual children and the class as a whole and that the census results are 
useful in planning for transitions to Year 1 and developing class programs. 
Participation in the AEDC is voluntary. Parents/carers don’t need to take any action unless 
they choose not to include their children in the census. 
To find out more about the census and how communities are using the data to help children 
and families visit the AEDC website: www.aedc.gov.au. 
If you have any questions, you can contact Ms Sutherland on 03 5623 2963 or 
nilma.ps@education.vic.gov.au.  
Families of students in foundation year will receive a letter attached to this newsletter.   

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Students are expected to be in full school uniform whilst at school unless 
advertised in the newsletter. If students are wearing a non school uniform item 
a note from parents is appreciated.  
Please ensure that uniform items are clearly labelled with your child/ren’s 
names. There are a number of jumpers in lost property with no names!  
We encourage parents to send a change of pants and socks for students.  
Students may also bring a jacket to wear at recess and lunchtimes during the 
cooler months. Jackets must be removed when inside.   
Uniform items are available from Hip Pocket Workwear Warragul. We also have 
a range of items in our ‘Uniform Swap Shop’.  
Please contact the school if you are having difficulty in obtaining uniform items.  
 Students are not permitted to wear decorative jewellery to school. Stud 
earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, and watches, are the only acceptable 
jewellery. 
Cosmetics may not be worn at school. Only clear nail polish is permitted. 
For further information please refer to the school’s student dress code policy.   

http://www.aedc.gov.au


  OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE 

The past few weeks in before and after school care have been 
packed with activities!   
For our Earth Day celebrations the students re-used washed out 
fruit cups, decorating these in an array of colours and then 
planting some Sweet Pea seeds. These are now sitting under one 
of our windows and they grow each day!   
In the sandpit the students have been having fun making creations using sand and 
a collection of rocks & shells, some of the constructions included a ginormous 
lizard, an extremely deep tunnel, a shell studded castle and much more!   
Mother’s Day activities have also been in full swing with a collection of dazzling 
cards being made by students in before school care and the students in after 
school care decorating their own jars to house the “OSHC-made” bath bombs!   
As the colder weather approaches we look forward to more indoor creative 
activities.   
A new feedback and activities ideas jar has been added next to the sign in/sign 

out book with plenty of paper and pens for parents to use, your comments and 

ideas would be very much appreciated! Next to this jar is two new jars, a Star Jar 

for individual student achievements and a Warm & Fuzzy jar for group 

achievements with the end goal being to fill this jar up with pom poms for an 

OSHC party.   

 

 

Green Home Group have been exploring 
money and investigating the different ways 
to make a nominated amount.  For 
example, How many ways can you make 
$0.50? In addition, they have been 
calculating the value of a small collection of 
coins and notes. During this learning 
journey students have discovered how they 
can transfer their skip counting and place 
value knowledge and skills to help them.  In 
writing we have continued exploring 
persuasive texts and the 
structure.  Students enjoyed listening to the 
book “Hey Little Ant” by Phillip and Hannah 
Hoose.  There were lots of great discussions 
about “ whether to squish or to NOT squish 
the ant”.  Our lovely students also worked 
hard on their Mother's Day writing giving 
reasons why their mum was a superhero or 
the best mum.  We certainly hope you 
enjoyed reading them. 

NIGHTLY READING 

25 Nights 

Henry 

50 Nights 

Erika     Lahna 

Willow Koby 

Hayley-Jade 

Bentley Maeve 

Jai Charlotte 

75 Nights 

Lahna    Crystal 

Lucy  

Hayley-Jade 

100 Nights 

Annie     Asha 

Year 2/1 

Mrs Darby &  Mrs Wilson 

 
 

 

for the 
determination 
and effort 
you showed when 
practising  your skip 
counting.  

WEEK 1 WEEK 2 

LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 

 
 
for the 
enthusiasm and 
determination 
you demonstrated in Mathematics 
this week with your skip 
counting. Congratulations Lucy! 



 

In Reading students are building their reading fluency by 
getting goals; Smoother reading, pausing at the 
punctuation (not the end of a line) and stopping for a 
breath at the full stop or slowing down a little to take in 
the meaning of the text. Ask your child what their reading 
goal is? 
In Writing students have been working on their persuasive 
skills in writing and using some persuasive devices that 
they have identified in exemplar text.  Words choice is 
important and students have been thinking about word 
modality – the degree of strength and emphasis of 
argument depending on the words or phrases used. 
In Mathematics students have been introduced to the 
Lattice Method.  One of many strategies, the Lattice 
method supports students in solving multiplication with 
increasingly larger values. Look at the example and see if 
you can have a go at solving 17 x 16 by using this method. 
 

NIGHTLY READING 

25 Nights 

Zach 

Caleb 

Annalee 

Nate 

Mason 
 

50 Nights 

Makayla 

Tyson 
 

Year 4/3 

Mrs Buckler 

 

 

 

 
 

for your 
fabulous 
approach, 
‘jumping’ into learning activities 
within the classroom. Well done 
on settling into Nilma Primary 
School.   

 

for your focus 
and 
achievements in 
Mathematics, 
learning and applying your 
knowledge of  multiplication with 
the distributive property. 

WEEK 1 WEEK 2 

LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 

 



 From the Office…. 
 

West Gippsland Division Cross 
Country  
Selected students in Years 4-6 will 
participate in the West Gippsland 

Division Cross Country On Tuesday 18th May at 
Chairo Christian College in Drouin. Students will 
travel to and from the venue by cars driven by Mrs 
Farr, Vicki, Briohny Young and Di Wagner; 
departing Nilma at approx. 10.30am and returning 
by approx. 2.30pm.     
Students will need to be in full school uniform and bring wit them their 
lunch, drinks and snacks for the day. It is also recommended to bring a 
towel and a change of clothes and shoes in case of a muddy course! A 
canteen is also available to purchase food and drinks from on the day.  
 

Managing Illness in Schools 
In line with advice from the Department of Education and DHHS, any child 
that becomes unwell during the day whilst at school must be collected 
from school as soon as possible. We also request that unwell children to 
stay at home, however mild the symptoms are. By following the steps and 
advice given, we can all stay safe and slow the spread. Please read the fact 
sheet provided on the next page for further information. 
 

Absences 
If your child/ren is absent from school, please notify the school on the day 
of the absence if possible. You can notify the school by speaking to a staff 
member on duty, calling the Office, texting the school mobile, sending an 
email or by entering the absence on Sentral. 

Happy Birthday 

 

Nate 

Asha 

THANK YOU TO OUR  

2021 STUDENT DIARY SPONSOR!  

 

STAFFED 
OFFICE HOURS 

(BUSINESS MANAGER) 
 

MONDAY  
8.30am - 3.30pm 

TUESDAY 
8.30am - 4.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 
8.30am - 4.30pm  

THURSDAY 
8.30am - 4pm  

 

On a Tuesday afternoon this term, 
three year 4 students and all of 

Yellow Home 
Group have 
been using 
their Digital 
Technology 
time to learn 
about coding 
and algorithmic 
programming. We have been 
using the app ‘LightBot’ on the 

school iPads. The students have worked with a 
partner to direct their little robot around different 
worlds. 

This week we have been busy creating a safe place for 
our calves to live. They will arrive on Monday and we 
are very excited to meet them! There are still a few 
jobs to do but we 
would like to thank 
everyone that has 
helped us so far. 
Stay tuned for many 
more photos to 
come! 

NIGHTLY READING 

 

50 Nights 

Devlin 

 

100 Nights 

Thomas 

Lewis 

Year 6/5 

Mrs Farr 

 

 

 

 

for the 
valuable 
contributions 
you made to 
class discussions this week and 
the perseverance you showed 
during Maths. Well done KJ ! 

 

for the 
enthusiasm you 
have 
demonstrated 
towards all learning tasks this 
week and the valuable contributions 
to make to class discussions. Well 
done Alex!  

WEEK 1 WEEK 2 

LEARNERS OF THE WEEK 



What’s happening at Nilma.. 
Mother’s Day/Special Persons Flower Stall - THANK YOU... 
We hope you all enjoyed your flowers and had a lovely day on Mother’s Day! Thank you 
to Tanya & Sophie for coordinating the stall and to Tanya, Leanne & Mrs Hodge for 
getting the flowers ready for students to pick from!  
 
Student Attitude to School Survey 
Students in years 4-6 will have the opportunity to participate in the Attitudes to School 
Survey  over the next week. The survey allows the students to give us feedback and 
improve our student wellbeing, engagement and learning programs. Students will be 
asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, 
relationships and bullying. Individual responses are confidential, the school receives 
aggregated results to inform our Annual Improvement Plan. The student voice is an 
integral part of the collective information to build our positive and effective school 
community . 
 
NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is the annual 
assessment for students in Year 3 and 5, finished today.  All students who participated 
should be congratulated for their efforts. The information we receive will support an 
understanding of student learning on ‘one particular day’ and support the school to 
reflect on teaching programs to improve outcomes for students at Nilma.  
 
District Athletics 
Seven students, Caleb Brown, Emma Brown, Jai Williames, Layla Williames, Harry Jones, 
Ty Kindermann and Kaleb Majcherzak, were chosen to participate in the West Gippsland 
Division Athletics Championships at Joe Carmody Athletics Track in Newborough. 
Students need to be congratulated for having the willingness to participate to push 
themselves. Whilst no placings, a new experience for all. Congratulations! 
 

Cows Create Careers 

Our calves arrive on Monday! Students are very excited. Thank you to Mr Young & Mr 

Farr for their help with setting up the pens. A huge thank you also to the Year 6 students 

for all their efforts in preparing the area ready for our calves!  

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE (OSHC) 

We have had a wonderful start back to term in the OSHC program with a STEAM 

room looking in tip top shape with fresh new carpet and a fun new layout. Over 

the past couple of weeks, we’ve been working on creating tie dyed hats for each 

student with their own funky design which they can wear outside when playing 

throughout the program. Uno Flip has also been a favourite amongst the group 

with students loving the challenge of being able to flip sides throughout the 

game.  

We look forward to more cooking, outside games, puzzles, and creative activities 

throughout the remainder of term one, with some exciting activities to come.   

 
SUSTAINABILITY 

In Sustainability and Kitchen 
Garden Program all grades have 
been very busy in the garden. 
The Green and Red Groups have 

rotated through activities to develop their knowledge 
and skills with preparing garden beds by turning the 
soil, planting seedlings, seed collecting, adding new 
worms to our worm farms, mulching garden beds 
around the school, maintaining the chook house 
and composting the schools compost bins daily. 
They also enjoyed a garden walk to see what we 
had growing at the moment, what needed 
harvesting and removed from each of the garden beds. 
The Blue group have been busy in the garden helping with mulching 
the gardens around the school, chopping back our raspberry plants, ‘chop 
and chat’ to add to our compost bays, turning the compost bays to aerate, 
learning about aphids and how to get rid of them and clearing the acorns 
under the oak trees ready for when our calves arrive for the Cows Create 
Careers Program. 
In the kitchen the students worked amazingly to prepare shared meals 
from our harvested produce and got to try some yummy Leek and Pea 
Risotto with Indian Flatbread and used some of our puréed apples to 
make some muffins. 
The yellow group have been busy researching ideas of what we could 
upcycle, grow and make for the Warragul Kids Market that’s being held 
later in the year and have came up with some great ideas. They have also 
been busy outside in our bush tucker garden learning how to carefully 
transplant our bigger Bush Tucker plants down to the Native Garden and 
planting some new plants down there, utilising their knowledge and skills 
with preparing the garden bed by removing all the roots, adding 

composted soil and turning the soil so it is nice 
and loose ready to plant in again. They have 
done a fantastic job with tidying up the frog bog 
where we have a few frogs currently enjoying the 
habitat, preparing the area for the calves to go 
and turning our compost bays to aerate to help 
with breaking down. Some of the students also 
colour sorted our lids 
that will be used in a 
future project. 
It has been a 
fantastic start to 
Term 2 for all grades. 



 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Blue and Yellow classes have had a very productive year 

in music so far. Throughout Term 1 they have learnt 

basic keyboard skills and have continued to practice 

some exciting short passages of music during Term 2. Some 

examples include themes from different movies such as Jurassic 

Park and short musical riffs from popular songs. They are currently 

preparing to perform their best work to their class to show how far 

they have progressed.  Other recent work has included listening to 

a range of music and sound followed by analysis and discussion. 

Future lessons will see the introduction of the ukulele and the 

development of our vocal skills.  

SUSTAINABILITY 

PERFORMING ARTS 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 
Free Dress Day & Hot Dog Lunch Orders 

On Friday 28th May we have organised a Free Dress 

Day and Hot Dog lunch! Students can wear casual 

clothes for the day (no singlets or open toe shoes 

please). Attached to the newsletter is a Hot Dog 

Order Form. Hot Dogs will be $2.50 each. Please return 

your orders and payment by Friday 21st May.  
 

Nilma PS Talent Show 

On Thursday 24th June we will be hosting a talent 

show  

in the STEAM Room! Students can register their 

‘talent’ and perform in front of the live audience 

from 1.45pm on the day. Acts must be no more 

than 3 minutes long. More information will be given 

to students closer to the date. Parents will be able to come 

and watch the show too. Keep an eye out for further details!   
 

Hot Lunches 

We are currently investigating the reintroduction of ‘Hot  

Lunch Fridays’ to commence in June and to run for term  

3 also. A survey will take place with students to have an input on lunch 

items. Some items already suggested include chicken nuggets, hot chips, 

sandwiches, party pies and soup.  

To assist with running the hot lunch service we require the assistance from 

parents to collect  the lunch orders from the store at 12.45pm on Fridays 

and deliver them to school. If you are able to help out please send a text to 

the school mobile and we can add your name to the roster. Thanks!  
 

Our next meeting is on Monday 24th May. We look forward to sharing 

more information with you in the next newsletter!  



 

Japanese 

In Japanese we have been learning about 
Kodomo no Hi (Children’s Day) and the 
significance of  Koinobori (carp kite).   

In the Red & Green homegroups students made 
their own Koinobori which they took home last 
week.  

In the Blue and Yellow homegroups, students are 
working collaboratively on a large Koinobori 
which we will put on display once completed!  

 

OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE (OSHC) 

We have had a wonderful start back to term in the OSHC program with a STEAM 

room looking in tip top shape with fresh new carpet and a fun new layout. Over 

the past couple of weeks, we’ve been working on creating tie dyed hats for each 

student with their own funky design which they can wear outside when playing 

throughout the program. Uno Flip has also been a favourite amongst the group 

with students loving the challenge of being able to flip sides throughout the 

game.  

We look forward to more cooking, outside games, puzzles, and creative activities 

throughout the remainder of term one, with some exciting activities to come.   

 

MARC  

LIBRARY  

NEWS 

Borrowing from the new MARC van has been the highlight for many 
students this term.  Students get a chance to browse and borrow 
weekly, I encourage parents and care givers to 
remind students to return books regularly. 
During MARC sessions we began the term by focusing 
on ANZAC day and Australia’s involvement in war 
over time.   

 
Red group have been reading 
Mr McGee books by Pamela 
Allen. 
 
Green, Blue and Yellow home 
groups are now focusing on 
Science and 

what Scientists do.  We 
looked at lots of Science 
books and asked Why? 
questions.  
 

Next week is National Simultaneous 
Storytime where Children all over Australia will read Give me some 
Space! by Philp Bunting. This book will be read from the 

International Space Station by 
NASA astronaut Shannon 
Walker, this will launch us into 
some great Science books to 
read. You may like to 
download an ISS Live App on 
your device to track the space 
station at home with your 
children. 

DON’T FORGET TO 
RETURN YOUR MARC 

BOOKS EVERY THURSDAY! 


