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PARENTAL INVOLVMENT IN EDUCATION
‘Catching On Early’ Program
The role of parents as partners in their child’s learning journey is
a critical one that has been proven by over five decades of
research in having a critical impact on student learning and
achievement.
At Nilma Primary, we attempt to involve parents and work in
partnership to stay connected with the whole family. These
positive relationships build confidence and capacity to work
together constructively to support the educational needs of all.
At the previous School Council, we decided that there is a need
for more parental involvement with the ‘Catching on Early’
program. With feedback from parents, we are now working to
engage the author of the program to come to Nilma Primary
School to build vital links with staff, parents and the community
to provide a more inclusive involvement with the program. Over
the coming weeks we will be providing a more structured and
whole school approach to the implementation of this program.
We intend to provide a parent information session prior to
commencement of the program.
We will keep you informed as to when the Parent information
session will be, along with more detailed information about
when we intend to start, and what we will cover at each year
level. The success of the program will be more effective with the
whole school approach. Students will then be able to share
their knowledge and new learnings with the family and parents
can learn about other organisations in the community that may
provide support if needed.
Buildings and Grounds Committee
I would like to invite members of the school community to
become involved in our new Buildings and Grounds Committee.
The group will be set up to discuss projects we can implement to
create a playground and environment to support student
learning and opportunities for different areas of play. This group
will create a masterplan of school environment, research and
provide ideas, present to school council for final approval. The
group would then look for opportunities to resource the projects
through grants or fundraising etc., then bring to fruition! I would
like to hear from you and your ideas. Please let me know if you
would like to be involved. Once we have a group we will decide
on the best time to meet. I look forward to working with staff
and parents to create some more fun areas in our school
grounds.
‘BUDDIES’ INCURSION
Students from Ellinbank and Bona Vista primary Schools will join
with us on Thursday 10th May for the ‘buddies’ incursion. Please
see page 4 for more information.
MARC - CHANGE OF DAY!
Due to the ‘Buddies’ incursion
with Bona Vista and Ellinbank on
Thursday
10th May, MARC will be
1
held on Friday 11th May.

ANZAC DAY MARCH
It was great to see so many students come along and represent
Nilma at the ANZAC Day march and service. Students, staff and
Families
took part in
the March
and five of our
Year 6 Leaders
laid a wreath
at the Cenotaph
on behalf
of the School
and community.
Thank you to
all those who
attended.
YEAR 6/5 CAMP
Reports from Phillip Island are that
our campers are having a great
time! The weather has been kind so
far and even Ms Sutherland has
been having fun joining in the
activities!
ROADWORKS
VicRoads have informed the school
that due to bridge widening works
on the freeway, detours have
been put in place directing traffic
along Bloomfield Road. Trucks and
Heavy vehicles have been
directed to not take the detour during school dismissal times but
we ask parents to exercise caution during the detours which will
remain in place until July. Please contact the school for any
questions or concerns.
‘SCOOTER ED’ PROGRAM

On Friday 4th May
(TOMORROW) students in Years
F-4 are able to participate in a
‘Scooter Ed’ program.
Students can bring along their
scooter to use, and a helmet!
Balance bikes will be supplied
by the school for
students to use
also. The program
will be run by Ms
Sutherland during
lunchtime.
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R.E.A.L STUDENTS @ NILMA
Learner of the Week
RED HOMEGROUP

For your marvellous
year 1 leadership in
the classroom. Mrs
Collins was very
impressed with your lovely manners and very
enthusiastic attitude towards your learning.
Well done Layla, you should be very proud
of yourself!

L.A.U.G.H Program
Learning Activities Under Guidance of Home
NIGHTLY READING
50 and 75 Nights

For your fabulous
efforts and hard work
over the past two
weeks. Mrs Collins was very impressed with
your teamwork, positive attitudes to learning
and delightful personalities. I couldn’t be
prouder of you all, well done Ruby Red
Students!

GREEN HOMEGROUP

For the effort
you have been
putting in to your
learning this
term. You have been very focussed
and aiming to do your best. Keep it
up Jai.

25 Nights

For striving
to better your
writing abilities.
You have been
challenging yourself to improve your
handwriting and to get more of your
fantastic ideas written.

BLUE HOMEGROUP

PLAYGROUND AWARDS
Beth Axford

For making a
great effort in
all areas of your learning and
always being willing to “have
a go” and do your best.

For demonstrating
the characteristics
of a REAL Visible
Learner. You rise up to the challenge in
all learning tasks and consistently
produce work to a high standard. Well
done

Thomas Buckler

YELLOW HOMEGROUP

Happy Birthday
For your effective
persuasive piece on
the importance of
ANZAC Day, your word choice and
modality made for an engaging read. The
thinking and valuable contributions you
make to our literature discussions.
Congratulations!
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For your
positive and
independent approach
to tasks set, you
demonstrate strategies of an active
learner. You readily accept and respond
to challenges and act on feedback you
have received. Well done Matilda!

NO BIRTHDAYS
FOR THE PAST
FORTNIGHT!

HAPPENINGS IN OUR HOMEGROUPS!
The first two weeks of school were
busy with lots going on in the
Ruby Red Classroom with Mrs
Collins while I was on holidays.
Firstly I wanted to say a huge
Home Group thank you to Mrs Collins for a
- 1/F wonderful two weeks with the
Ruby
Ruby Reds. The students had a
Red
fantastic start to the term jumping
straight back into their learning and working
well together as a class. The students worked
on a mini ‘ANZAC’ unit learning about
ANZAC Day, its meaning, the wars and
about Australia and its importance as part of
the world together. Students created ANZAC
art pieces, craft, writing pieces and made
ANZAC biscuits.
Patrick wrote: ANZAC Day is about
remembering the people who died at
Gallipoli. Remembering people is important.
Caleb wrote ANZAC Day is about people
who died at war and poppy and Anzac
biscuits.

Persuasive Writing
Should students have to wear school
uniform.
It is certain that students shouldn’t have to
wear school uniform.
Firstly we shouldn’t have to wear school
Home
uniform because you get very hot in them.
Group
As you can see you get super sweaty
- 4/3 running and playing games.
Aqua
Secondly when you don’t have to wear
Blue
school uniform you get to put whatever
clothes you want. Also you don’t have to
wear boring school uniform.
Thirdly I think it is unfair because the teachers get to wear
free dress all year round. Certain we should get to wear
free dress because we can look good like the teachers.
We’d all be better off if we did not have to wear school
uniform. By Beth
Students shouldn’t have to wear school uniform.
Firstly wearing the same thing can be quite
harsh and dull.
Also not washing your uniform will make you
smelly and will attract lots of flies. The
flies will distract you while learning.
Finally the colour is always the same on your
uniform. It needs to be changed. Wearing the
same colour is coring.
So without a doubt students shouldn’t have to
wear school uniform. By Kael
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Maths

Students have been
working in Whole School
Maths Groups with a focus
on Problem Solving.
Home Group
- 3/2 Students have been using
Emerald
“RUCSAC” (Read,
Green
Understand, Choose
suitable strategy, Solve, Answer
and Check) when
working through
word problems.

Phillip Island Adventure Camp here we
come!
Students were both excited and a little anxious
to head off to camp on Wednesday morning.
Bags packed and goodbyes said, students
waved their parents off as the bus left for camp.
With so many fabulous activities and
Home Group
experiences planned the students are sure to
- 6/5 return with many stories of adventure and
Lemon
laughter.

Yellow
I am really excited because I have been to
this camp and I know what is going to
happen. It is really fun and I am looking forward to having
time away from my sisters because they can be a handful.
I really want to know who I am in a cabin and group with.
By Savannah

Personally I’m a little nervous just because I get a little
home sick but I’m going with all my friends this time and I
think that I’ll have fun. I hope I last the full trip as I’ve always
loved school camps. It was just that one time so hopefully I
last. Ok, so now that I’ve talked about it I’m not all that
nervous.
By Ashley
I’m nervous about camp and super -duper excited at the same
time too! The good thing is I get time away from my sisters. I
cannot wait to go on the giant swing! I want to go to the highest
point but I think it would be scary! I would rather go canoeing
then raft-making, if you do raft–making and your raft doesn’t
float then you would fall in the water. But at least my cat wont
bite my bed rail in the morning and leave tiny tooth marks in it.
I’m nervous if I don’t like the food there or lose something. I am
excited about the bus trip.
By Alice

CURRICULUM CORNER
BUDDIES INCURSION
On Thursday 10th May, Brainstorm Productions will be presenting their student
wellbeing program ‘Buddies’. Students from Ellinbank and Bona Vista Primary
Schools will be joining also. Buddies is an educational live theatre production
that provides students with clear and simple strategies for developing and
maintaining positive, healthy relationships at home, at school and online. The
production empowers students to change any negative Behaviour including bullying,
cyber bullying, exclusion and anger management. Buddies is part of our student
wellbeing curriculum and the program has been developed in consultation with
teachers, psychologists, as well as real-life student experiences. The methodology of
the program is safe, supportive and nonjudgmental and designed to provide
students with positive and useful tools they can use in their everyday lives. More
than 350,000 Australian students have already benefited from Brainstorm
Productions multi award-winning Educational theatre programs over the past
twelve months. Their programs cater to the specific wellbeing needs of students,
helping to create a healthy and harmonious school environment. If you would like to
know more about Brainstorm Productions, visit their website at www.brainstormproductions.edu.au
MARC NEWS
Hello everyone,
This fortnight in MARC Library, we are reading more books by Aaron Blabey in the junior grades, including Pig the Winner,
Busting! and Sunday Chutney. In the senior grades, we are finishing off the last few chapters of Captain Underpants by Dav
Pilkey, and Ninja Kids by Anh Do.
I am still chasing up just a few books that weren’t returned last year, so please, if you have any overdue items, have a good
look for them and put them in the MARC Library
returns tub at school. Search for books to borrow at:
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
Please email me if you have any requests.
Happy reading,
Helen Collins

SUSTAINABILITY
TIP!

‘Fix it, don’t throw it out!’

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABLILTY
NAPLAN ASSESSMENTS
National Assessments will commence on Tuesday
15th to Thursday 17th May 2018. All Students in Year
3 and 5 will complete mathematics, reading, writing and spelling assessments. Parents will receive the results of these
assessments in August/September. If you do not wish to have your child complete assessments please notify the school.
STUDENT ATTITUDE TO SCHOOL SURVEY
This year, Year 6, 5 and 4 students participated in the Student Attitude to School Survey along with students across
Victoria. Information from this survey is used to assess the school’s performance and support decision making in the
future, we look forward to receiving the information back once it has been collated and getting feedback from the
students about Nilma PS and their perspective on the school, their learning, peers,
wellbeing and ideas.
CODING - ‘STEAM’
Students have been enjoying our new ‘LittleBit’ coding kits
during ‘ICT’ and ‘STEAM’ sessions. During the sessions
students learn about inventing with coding to create games.
When coding students embrace failure, think critically, make
their own rules and collaborate. These kits were obtained by
the school thanks to Miss Berkelmans who coordinated the
‘Woolworths Earn and Learn’ initiative at Nilma. Thanks to the
school community for collecting the stickers which enabled us
to redeem 17 kits for Nilma.
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FROM THE OFFICE…..
Belinda

Sara

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)
CSEF applications close at the end of this term. Please get your
applications in before Monday 18th June as this will allow for
processing and guarantee the application. If you have returned a form
but not left a copy of your Health Care Card at the Office then please
see us to take a copy and submit the application. If you have any
queries about this process please speak to Belinda.
FRIDAY LUNCHES
Make sure you get your orders in by 3.30pm on Wednesdays!

ABSENCES AND ATTENDANCE
In line with new department guidelines all absences must be explained on the day that they occur. Could parents
please advise of any absences by 9.30am on the day of the absence (or prior). This can be done by phone call or
note/letter. Absences that have not been reported to the school by 9.30am will be followed up by staff with a
phone call. We thank you for your assistance with these new procedures whilst we implement them at Nilma.

2018
STUDENT
DIARY
SPONSORS

SCHOOL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISERS 2018
FUNDRAISER

COORDINATOR

DATE/S - TO BE HELD

Mother’s Day Stall

Lisa Giblin

Term 2 Friday 11th May

Pie Drive

Sophie Majcherzak & Phil Mammolito

Term 2/3

School Dance/Disco

Katie Scanlon

Term 3

Father’s Day Stall

Lisa Giblin

Term 3

Christmas Raffle

Katrina Foster

Term 4

FRIDAY LUNCHES - PARENT ROSTER
Are you able to help out with the Friday Lunches program? We are looking for volunteers that are able to collect the lunch
orders on a Thursday morning (at school start time) and then drop them off at Logan’s Breakfast and Lunch Bar. Please put
your name in the roster below and return to school by Tuesday 8th May.
Thursday 10th May
Thursday 17th May
Thursday 24th May
Thursday 31st May
Thursday 7th June
Thursday 14th June
Thursday 21st June
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NILMA NEWS
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH SCHOOL HAPPENINGS!
MOTHERS DAY/SPECIAL PERSONS STALL
The Mother’s day/Special Person’s stall will be held on Friday 11th May. Order forms and payment are due
back TOMORROW Friday 4th May.
WINTER SPORT
Winter Sport commences on Friday 11th May for students in Years 3-6
and runs for 6 weeks. Students have completed a preference form, as in
past years, to determine their chosen sports/activities and confirmation
will be given to students before the program commences. There is a
small cost involved with certain sports activities and this will need to be
paid before the commencement of the program. The buses are covered
by the Excursion Levy.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to Warwick Griggs for
his assistance with some cleaning
and maintenance of our air
conditioners.
Thank you to Leigh Adddison and
Jaye Devlin for covering our new
library books!

WGRSSA DIVISION ATHLETICS
Nilma PS will be represented by Ashley Griggs, Beth Axford, Jade Mammolito, Jaycobb Archer, Savannah
Salsbury-Challons, Mikayla Lott and Zavier Allsopp on Friday 18th May at the Joe Carmody Athletics Track in
Newborough. Permission forms have been sent home. Parents that can assist with transportation and
supervision could they please speak with Annette or leave a message at the Office.
WEST GIPPSLAND DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY
Selected students from years 4-6 will represent Nilma PS at the West Gippsland Division Cross Country at
Chairo Christian College on Thursday 24th May. Students will participate in age groups, running either a 2km or
3km course. Permission forms have already sent home, more information and car travel permission forms will
be sent home closer to the date.
SPORTING SCHOOLS
The sporting schools program will be ran again in term 2. The whole school will participate in a Tennis program,
continuing on from term 1 with Katie Scanlon.
The second sport offered will be AFL and will run for 6 sessions after school on Wednesdays beginning
Wednesday 9th May until Wednesday 13th June from 3.30-4.30pm. These sessions are capped at 30 students.
Please complete the form below and return by Thursday 26th April. Students will be notified in the next
newsletter. Students must commit to the full 6 sessions and have returned a signed Annual Permission Booklet
to be able to participate. (these were sent home earlier this year).
___________________________________________________________________________________________

SPORTING SCHOOLS - TERM 2
AFL PROGRAM - AFTER SCHOOL SESSIONS
WEDNESDAY 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th MAY and 6th & 13th JUNE—3.30pm - 4.30pm
CHILDS NAME______________________________________________________________________________
CHILDS NAME______________________________________________________________________________
CHILDS NAME______________________________________________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN__________________________________________________________________________
SIGNED________________________________________________________
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DATE______________

Nilma Primary School
Movie Fundraiser

Join us to celebrate
motherhood & mums
everywhere!

Thursday 10th May @7pm
for opening night of

TULLY

@Warragul Cinema
$10 for a Candy bar Combo (small drink & either a small popcorn or
choc top)
Please contact the school for tickets or more information 56232963
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NILMA PRIMARY SCHOOL
CALENDAR

Keep the calendar on
your fridge or board at
home to stay up to date
with the events at
Nilma PS!

MAY 2018
Monday

Tuesday
7

Wednesday
8

9
AFL Sporting Schools
3.30—4.30pm

Thursday

Friday

10

‘Buddies’ Show
Incursion

Sa Su

11
Mother’s Day Stall
ASSEMBLY 2.50pm

Breakfast Club

14

15

16

17

18

NAPLAN

NAPLAN

NAPLAN

Winter Sport Y3-6
Division Athletics

Breakfast Club
21

22

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club

23

24

AFL Sporting Schools
3.30—4.30pm

Cross Country
Run—Chairo

Breakfast Club

28

29

School Council Training
Breakfast Club

MARC

MARC

30

31

Breakfast Club

NEWSLETTER

AFL Sporting Schools
3.30—4.30pm

20

26

27

School Banking
Friday Lunches

Tennis Program

NEWSLETTER

19

MARC

Breakfast Club

AFL Sporting Schools
3.30—4.30pm

13

Winter Sport Y3-6

‘Tully’ Movie

SSG Meetings Fundraiser 7pm

12

ASSEMBLY 2.50pm

School Banking
Friday Lunches
25
Winter Sport Y3-6

ASSEMBLY 2.50pm

School Banking
Friday Lunches

MARC

JUNE 2018
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Sa Su

1
Winter Sport Y3-6

2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

ASSEMBLY 2.50pm

School Banking
Friday Lunches
4

5

AFL Sporting Schools
3.30—4.30pm

School Council Meeting
6.30pm
Breakfast Club
11

12

QUEEN’S
BIRTHDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
18

19

Breakfast Club
25
Student Reports
Distributed
Breakfast Club

8

6

MARC

13

14

AFL Sporting Schools
3.30—4.30pm

MARC

Breakfast Club

NEWSLETTER

20

21

27

Breakfast Club

8
Winter Sport Y3-6

ASSEMBLY 2.50pm

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club
26

7

School Banking
Friday Lunches
15
Winter Sport Y3-6

ASSEMBLY 2.50pm

School Banking
Friday Lunches
22

ASSEMBLY 2.50pm

MARC

Friday Lunches

28

29

MARC
Parent-Teacher
Discussions
NEWSLETTER

End of Term 2
Early Finish 1.15pm

30

