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 SCHOOL REVIEW—Thank you for the Feedback 

Thanks to all the families that have taken time to 
provide feedback to school. Staff, students and 
parents have been actively involved in the feedback 
processes.  We have been able to identify areas of 
strength and areas that we can improve on from 
teaching and learning point of view to parent 
perspective and supports too. I understand you are all 
busy  and have taken time to provide information to 
us for the future direction of Nilma Primary School. 
Thanks to families who have sent the interview sheets 
back with information about the four questions too. 
Student Family Interview 
Students have brought home some questions to 
interview parents about Nilma which were attached to 
last week’s newsletter. 
What does our school do well? 
What could our school do better? 
What suggestions do you have for future 
improvements and/or considerations? 
What kind of school do we hope to be in five years, 
further on…? 
 
As of Monday 7th August we will send out the final 
online survey for parents. 
This survey is the Annual—Parent Survey which all 
schools complete each year at the same time.  The big 
difference this year, the survey is now online, not the 
paper version you may have completed in the past. 
A separate letter is in an envelop attached to the 
newsletter with the information and access codes for 
the survey to be completed between Monday 7th 
August and 27th August.  
 
All results of the surveys will be discussed at School 
council and we will provide feedback in the newsletter 
at end of term. 
Thanks again from the staff and students of Nilma! 
Nilma is a GREAT school!  
 

KidsMatter Interview Survey 
Thank you to our Chaplain, Anne Prime, who has been 

conducting these surveys with families. We have 
received 33 responses back so far, this is a positive 
response to the surveys and we thank you for your 
support and feedback. Anne will continue to work 

with families to complete the process for our review.  
Thanks we will be able to action some of the 

information received and supports for parents from 
this information. 

THANK YOU TO OUR DIARY SPONSOR 
 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER APPOINTMENT 
Belinda Smythe has been provisionally appointed the 
new Nilma Primary School Business Manager for 3 
days per week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Sara Cogo will continue working in the Office, every 
second Monday and Fridays.  Congratulations on your 
appointment Belinda and we look forward to working 
together as a team. 
 

VCOP BIG WRITE - LET’S CELEBRATE!  
Thank you to all families who had a chance to hold a 
family conversation with students prior to our whole 
school writing session. The richness of writing was 
evident. 
Friday the 11th of August is when we will hold a 
‘Celebration’ of student’s writing.   
Please note the change of date. 
From 2pm – 4pm students will be able to share with 
you their piece of writing from the ‘Big Write’. Along 
with their initial ideas and writing, your child will share 
with you changes and improvements made to up-level 
their work. Students have had the opportunity to 
identify and discuss their successes within their writing 
and set themselves learning goals, this is something 
you may ask your child about. 
 

LITERACY PLANET 
Nilma Primary School has joined up with Literacy 
Planet. Thanks to the suggestion from student: 
Isobella Salisbury-Challons! Great Idea! 
Each child has their own 'log in' and 'username' glued 
into the front of their diary. 
Students are encouraged to access Literacy Planet as 
part of Learning Under the Guidance of Home 
(LAUGH) Program.  
Literacy Planet delivers the proven requirements for 
effective learning in an engaging gamified 
environment. This provides children with a literacy 
learning experience that is interactive, motivation, 
rewarding and fun. Suitable for children of all abilities, 
it includes more than 15,000 exercises to cover pre-
reading, reading, phonics, sight words, 
comprehension, spelling, writing, grammar and 
punctuation. 
Your child has a personalised avatar and profile; they 
can earn points, redeemable credits and rewards for 
participation; they can participate in multi-player 
games with their classmates in a safe and closed 
online environment; and earn a coveted place on 
global leaderboards. Children can access their Literacy 
Planet account on any internet connected computer 
or tablet device. Feel free to encourage your child’s 
use of Literacy Planet at home to support their 
learning at school and for positive screen time. 
We are excited your child is now a Literacy Planeteer 
and to be part of their literacy learning journey. 
From Word Monster (and the Literacy Planet team! 

 

 

Principal 
Ms Annette Sutherland 
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Mrs Belinda Smythe 
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R.E.A.L STUDENTS @ NILMA 
Learner of the Week  

Recognitions 
Homegroup 1/F Red  
Makayla Campbell  

For your enthusiasm and great listening 
during our excursion to the Melbourne 
Zoo on Friday. You listened really well, 

asked lots of great science questions and 
made Mrs Evans laugh with your 

impersonation of a zebra! Well done 
Makayla! 

 
Homegroup 2 Green  

Emma Brown 
For putting a huge effort into your 

learning, especially with your writing and 
reading. You have been very focused and 

on task. Keep it up Emma! 
 

Homegroup 4/3 Blue  
Jaycobb Archer  

For the great way that you attempted 
all your writing tasks this week and the 

fantastic effort you made on our 
excursion to help transport our plants 
home. Well done and thanks Jaycobb! 

 
Homegroup 6/5/4 Yellow 

Aiden Olsson 

For the amazing example you set, not 
only as a school leader, but as a member 
of Homegroup Yellow. You continually 

challenge yourself as a learner in all 
curriculum areas, are supportive of your 

peers and are always willing to help 
when anyone asks. Keep it up! 

L.A.U.G.H Program 
Learning Activities Under 

Guidance of Home  
NIGHTLY READING 

50 Nights 
Leaigha Archer 

 
100 Nights 

Ty Kindermann 
Dylan Bradshaw 

Makayla Campbell 
 

125 Nights 
Vivien Turner 
Tyson Wilmot 

 
175 Nights 
Cohen Cogo 

Sheree Casey- Wilson 

PLAYGROUND AWARDS 

Winners 
 

 Emma C - playing co-

operatively  

 Amelia S - being caring 

 Dylan B - sharing 

 Tyson - sharing  

Amelia Scanlon 

Jasmine Cane 

STUDENT LEARNING @ NILMA 

PREMIER’S READING 

CHALLENGE 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have independently 
completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge. 

Thomas Buckler , Elizabeth Dalrymple 
A fantastic effort that reflects your  positive attitude to reading and 

literature. Well done! 
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HOMEGROUP HAPPENINGS! 
 

 
 
 

 

At the Botanical Gardens there were a lot of different 
coloured plants. I collected bits from the plants that 
were on the ground that were interesting. By Meg 
 

We went around the Botanical Gardens with a 
magnifying glass to look at all the different 
plants. We got to take some plants home. I took 
home a flower. By Savannah 
 

We started walking around the Botanical Gardens and 
then had recess at the starting area. We looked for 
worms in the dirt. We looked at many types of plants. 
We used a magnifying glass to see micro-organisms on 

the plants. We went 
in the hot house. By 
Bailey-Jack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When we went to the 
Botanical Gardens we saw 
lots of interesting plants and 
mini beasts. There were lots 
of different plants, lots I 
didn’t know about! They have 
their own unique abilities to 
grow and gather food/
nutrients. The pitcher plant 
was very interesting.  
By Isobella  

 
   

On Friday our grade went on an excursion to 
the Melbourne Zoo as part of our biological 
science learning this term. Our big question is 
‘What do living things need to survive?’ and 
our secondary question is ‘How do their 
features help them stay alive?’. We all had the 
BEST day exploring the zoo and being ‘wild 
explorers’ for the day. We participated in a 
zoo education class and got to touch ‘Neville’ the 8 
year old tortoise. We spoke about the needs of 
living things and what they need to stay alive.  
 

I liked seeing the meerkats because they are funny. 
They need water, food, air and shelter to stay alive. In their habitat 
there was some logs, rocks and sand. Makayla 
 

I really liked the zebras because they have stripes on them. The zebras 
habitat had food, lots of grass, dirt and rocks like an obstacle course. 
Isaac 
 

I enjoyed looking at the elephants because they make funny 
sounds. In the elephants habitat there was trees, sand, food and 
water. They eat leaves. They drink by pulling their trunk into the 
water and sucking it up. Finnigan 
 

My favourite part of the day was going into the butterfly house. I liked it 
because they land on people and they are beautiful. Their habitat was 
warm, it had lots of leaves and flowers. The butterfly get honey out of the 
flowers. Layla  

Home Group 
 - 6/5/4 - 

Lemon Yellow 

On Monday me, Caleb and mummy went to 

the park and I went down the slide. Caleb 

went on the see-saw. Me, Caleb and 

mummy went to the bakery. Then we went 

to another park and waited for Lachlan 

and Charlotte to get out. Me, Caleb and mum 

waited. Me and Caleb played on the slide. It 

was fun. By Emma. 
 

I cannot wait until Saturday because I will 
be going over the West Gate Bridge. I will 
see the Spirit of Tasmania. By Nick. 
 

On Friday me and my mum went to the Snowfest. Me and my 

mum got to see the fireworks and it was awesome. Then we 

went to the chocolate shop. I got rainbow Nerds, choc 

babies and jelly beans. By Shyla. 
 

“Mum what are we doing?” “We are going 
to Frankies.” On Sunday I went to Auskick. 
It was the last day so we had a big game 
against grown-ups and we won. We got 3 
goals and 5 points and they got 3 goals 
and 1 point. At the end we got a medal.  
By Cohen. 

Home Group 
 - 2 - 

Emerald Green 

Home Group 
- 1/F - 

Ruby Red 

BOTANICAL GARDENS EXCURSION 

On Friday we went to the Botanical Gardens. It was 

fun going there. At one stage we went to the Herb 

Garden and Oliver and I smelt a plant that smelt 

like spew! By Xavier. 
 

At the Botanical Gardens we were shown around by 

Kathy. She took us into a special garden that not many 

people go in to. There was a challenge to sniff out a 

mint, lemon and grass smell. I didn’t find the grass one. I 

also smelt a toxic plant! By Oliver 
 

At the Botanical gardens I saw a cacti and some 

orchids. It was fun. By Kael 
 

On Friday we went to the Botanical Gardens. We learnt that there was a 

bird catching plant. I collected things from all the different plants. We found 

out that chocolate is made from cocoa. By Natasha.  

Home Group 
 - 4/3 - 

Aqua Blue 
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THANK YOU FOR    
DONATIONS 

The Green Home Group would 

like to thank William and       

Jasmine Cane and their family 

for donating 22 bare rooted 

Venus fly traps for our          

Biological Science (The Study 

of Living Things).  

Thank you also to Rowes 

Nursery for donating the peat 

moss and pots. 

 

Hello everyone, 
This fortnight our MARC Library Asian theme takes us to Japan.  
The Red group students listened to One Leaf Rides the Wind by Celeste Davidson Mannis and created a 
colourful fish using paper weaving techniques. The Green group listened to the tale of Mouse’s 
Marriage by Junko Morimoto and coloured in a booklet version of the story to take home and share. 
The students from the Blue and Yellow groups listened to The Two Bullies by Junko Morimoto and 
created a very challenging Sumo origami, made a picture using the outlines of two sumo wrestlers and 
their own ideas from the story, and completed a word search. It is wonderful to see so many students 
regularly borrowing from the MARC Library van. If you would like to know if the library has a particular 
book or books on a theme or topic, the MARC Library catalogue is now searchable online at          
http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm 
Please have a look at the catalogue and email me with any book requests. 
Kind regards,     Helen Collins 

 SCHOOL ORGANISATION 
EARN AND LEARN AT WOOLWORTHS 
From the 26th of July to September 19th  Earn 
and Learn will be happening at Woolworths.  
For every 10 dollars you spend you will earn one 
Woolworths Earn and Learn sticker. The stickers 
can be put on Sticker sheet.  
The sticker sheet can be dropped in a collection 
box which will be kept outside the office. The 
stickers will help the school to get educational 
resources.    
 

HOOPTIME 4/3 
Selected students in Years 4/3 will represent 
Nilma at the Hooptime competition at the 
Warragul Leisure Centre TODAY - Thursday 3rd 
August. Students participating are; Olivia 
Addison, Jaycobb Archer, Beth Axford, Piper 
Bundle, Shila Bundle, William Cane, Taleah 
Hammond, Blake Hanmer, Deklan Majcherzak, 
Jade Mammolito, Jessie McCabe, Anthony Santo, 
Alice-Ann Simon and Mikayla Lott. Daniel 
Axford and Ashton Kimm are also attending to 
coach and support the teams.  

SUSTAINABILITY TIP OF THE WEEK  -   
Choose efficient fixtures...taps and shower heads 

MARC VAN Information  

http://bookmark.central.sa.edu.au/taragomarc.htm
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Well Dad, how did you go last week with spanners, pallets and a trip to Bunnings?  Did you remember to 

take one of the kids and ‘shout’ (or share) a sausage?  What sort of ritual did you do at bed time and is it 

possible to pass it on?   I’ll be only too glad to put it in print. 

The ‘giving of gifts’ is the next love language all kids need and can be very powerful, being remembered 

well into adulthood.  Many years ago when I worked with street kids I was surprised that they 

remembered my birthday and presented me with a rosemary plant/ fresh and fragrant, a paper bag 

from Maccers scrunched up over the base.  I thanked them profusely and later upon inspection I 

discovered that they had plucked the plant from a neighbours garden, roots and all, on the way to the 

youth gathering.  Whilst I appreciated the sentiment as an adult, I knew it was not exactly honest and 

showed that not much forethought went into the giving (though it could be argued that for kids who spent a lot of time on the 

street it wasn’t a bad effort).  

However, for a gift to really speak of a parent’s love, the child must feel that the parent genuinely cares.  To grab a packet of 

lollies from the supermarket shelf and ‘chuck’ it carelessly over the back seat to your child, is not what I’m thinking. ( However 

stashed and presented at a suitable time might be.) 

The greatest gifts we can give to our kids is ourselves and p’raps a little keepsake from a holiday, a shell, or a pressed leaf 

mounted on cardboard from a walk in the park (a wild flower, unusual stone or an animal from natural seed pods and glued 

together in your shed). 

When we were kids walking on the beach we found some cuttlefish but called it “cuddlefish” – obviously the finder needed ‘a 

cuddle’ so we lunged at the finder to give them a cuddle.  What a hoot – so even now every time we see cuttlefish laying about, 

its ‘on for one and all’ to get a cuddle, as we all explode into different directions. 

The ‘object, the memory and the response’ are what is important. Enjoy your kids and be safe.   Mrs P 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT 

NILMA PRIMARY SCHOOL PRODUCTION  

THURSDAY 7th SEPTEMBER!  

 SCHOOL CHAPLAIN—FEEDBACK 
CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM - PARENT FEEDBACK 

Please complete and return by Wednesday 16th August.   
The Chaplaincy Program at Nilma Primary School is 75% Federally funded with the school investing in the remainder 
25% ($7000). We are seeking feedback on the program for our review and future application.   

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO GIVE US FEEDBACK 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
My child/ren or our family has had access to the chaplain at Nilma    Yes  / No 
 
I believe the chaplaincy program has been very beneficial to my child/ren at Nilma PS   Yes / No 
 
OTHER COMMENTS 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NILMA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Issue  23– 3/8/2017 

AUGUST 2017 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sa Su 

 1 2 

 

Year 6/5 Small Schools 

Immersion Day  
Breakfast Club 

3 

Spud Orders due back 
Year 4/3 

Hooptime 
MARC VAN 

4 

 
 
 

School Banking 

5 6 

7 

 

 

 
Koorie Education 

Program 

Breakfast Club 

8 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

10 11 

Celebrating 

Students 

Writing  

2-4pm 

Spuds ready for pick 

up—2.30pm 

School Banking 

12 13 

14 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

15 

 
Future Earth 

Day—Science 

16 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

17 

Pie Orders due 

back  

MARC VAN 

18 

 
 

School Banking 

19 20 

21 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

22 23 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

24 

 
Year 6/5 

Hooptime 

25 

Pies ready for 
collection 

School Banking 

26 27 

28 

Breakfast Club 

29 30 

Breakfast Club 
31 

MARC VAN 

   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sa Su 

    1 


SCHOOL DISCO 

School Banking 

2 3 

4 

 

Breakfast Club 

5 6 

 

Breakfast Club 

7 

SCHOOL 
PRODUCTION!  

8 

 
School Banking 

9 10 

11 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

12 

 
13 

 

 

Breakfast Club 

14 

 

School Review Day 1 
MARC VAN 

15 

Footy Colours 

Day 

School Banking 

16 17 

18 

 

Breakfast Club 

19 20 

 

Breakfast Club 

21 

 

School Review Day 2 

22 

LAST DAY 

TERM 3 

23 24 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

TERM 4 COMMENCES MONDAY 9th OCTOBER 
 

YEAR 4/3 CAMP - THURSDAY 2nd TO FRIDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 
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 SCHOOL COMMUNITY COMMUNICATION 

Parents can now access Sentral’s Parent Portal via an app 
on a smartphone or tablet! Download the app onto your 
device and follow the instructions to log on. Access keys 
are attached to the newsletter for families to log on. If you 
have any questions please contact the school. This is a 
great way to keep up to date with your child’s education 
and school information.   

Parents can also access information and be informed of 
school happenings via Team App. Download the app onto 
your device and sign up to Nilma Primary School.  
News, events and documents will be advertised on the app, 
allowing the school and community to communicate and 
interact.   

TEAM APP 

SENTRAL APP 


