
 

WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to term 4 everyone! 
A Huge thank you to Mrs Buckler for acting 
Principal in my absence in term 3, allowing me to  
enjoy my travels overseas. Welcome back Mrs Farr 
and Mrs Vagg too. Thank you to Mrs Uren for 

working in the Yellow homegroup ansd Saige Birrell for 
supporting students for the term. 
We look forward to an exciting final term with Bookfair, a camp, 
Year 2 stayover, sporting excursions, pet incursion, swimming 
and a whole school celebration at Gumbuya World!  
We will also have a curriculum day and Professional practice for 
staff. All dates can be found on the calendar on final page of this 
newsletter. 
 

CHAPLAIN FAREWELL 
Our chaplain, Kat Swift, has made the hard decision to retire 
from Nilma PS, with her final day on Friday 27th October 2023.  
We would like to thank Kat for her contribution and 
commitment to the students and Nilma community. Kat has 
been able to support student wellbeing and provide many 
opportunities to support the emotional and social growth of 
individuals with small group and individual sessions.  
It has also been great having Kat in the classrooms to support 
students as well.  
This pastoral care is so important for students. 
All Parents are invited to a farewell ‘Thank you—Afternoon Tea’ 
on 27th October 2023 at 2.15pm. 
 

FIRST AID /SICK BAY AUTOMATED MESSAGES TO 
PARENTS 
As of next week, parents will receive courtesy SMS messages for 
our First Aid and Sick bay attendances. 
This new automated system through SENTRAL will replace the 
notes we have send home in the past.  
We will continue to provide courtesy phone calls for any head 
injuries or severe incidents requiring further first aid or referral 
for further medical care. 

 
CHAPLAIN CHAT—Kat Swift 

Spring is here and we are enjoying some 
warmer weather. If you feel you need to 
update school uniforms, please ask about 
our recycled clothing. We have plenty to 
share and only $2 an item. This can save 
on your budget as we know kids grow so 
fast over a year and recycling gives you a 
chance to update economically for your 

growing child. 
 
On a sadder note I wish to let you know that I need to retire 
from school Chaplaincy due to my advancing hearing loss.  

The most important gift I can give your child is to listen to 
their concerns and support them with my kindness. 
However, I am finding that I cannot hear what is being said 
and so I can’t respond in an appropriate way.  

Smiling and nodding just doesn’t cut it with a seven year 
old. It was a hard decision but had to be done. I wish you 
and your dear children every blessing in life, now and into 
the future.  

Thankyou for allowing me to know your child it has been 
precious gift that I will take with me forever.    Kat. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
Please note change of date—Next School Council meeting will 
be held on Tuesday 24th October. Thank you. 
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 Nilma Primary School acknowledges the traditional  

custodians of the lands on which we work and learn, the 

Gunai Kurnai Nation. We pay our respects to their Elders 

past, present and  

emerging. 

Celebrating REAL Learners @ Nilma!                       

CAMP DATES:     Year 3/4  Forest Edge Camp  2nd-3rd November          

Loud Shirt Day 
Friday the 20th October 

Gold Coin Donation 



Friday the 20th of October 
Nilma Primary School will take part in  

Loud Shirt Day. 
 

Wear your brightest t-shirt to show your support. 
Gold Coin Donation on the Day or jump on line to 

make a donation. 
 

Your support will provide children with hearing loss the 
resources they need to connect, communicate and thrive! 

https://www.loudshirtday.com.au/ 

Nilma Primary School Book Fair 

 

 

Next Week - Monday 9th to Friday the 13th of October. 

The Book Fair will be held in the Steam Room 

between 8:45- 9:00am and 3:15- 3:30pm each day. 

Students will bring home their Wish lists this Friday! 

Families will receive a flyer with payment information 

outlined for online payment with a QR code. 
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Welcome to the start of Term 4. We hope you have had a lovely break with your family!  
 
English 
Reading fluency and comprehension are constantly being supported through teacher modelling, whole and small group instructional 
approaches, the practise of skills with teacher guidance, and teacher ‘check-ins’. Rich literary discussions are planned for and 
implemented to support and extend students comprehension of texts experienced. 
Foundation to 2 students will continue to explore a range of fiction and non-fiction texts and make connections, make inferences, 
question and summarise these texts. Students will explore informative texts and will focus on writing informative texts about animals 
and countries. Students will investigate multimodal texts as they learn how pictures in picture storybooks can give us information and 
that messages can be conveyed in more than one way. 
Students in years 3 and 4 will explore a range of text types, including informative texts, becoming familiar with the language features 
within texts of different genres and purposes. Students will apply their learning to create their own informative texts based on animals. 
Students in years 3 and 4 will also read and view the multimodal text ‘The Most Magnificent Thing’ by Ashley Spires. Students will explore 
the features and purpose of multimodal texts and will create a text of their own using spoken language, written language and visual 
elements. 
Students in years 5 and 6 will be explicitly stepped through the skill of reading and analysing multimodal texts. Students will analyse the 
texts ‘The Dream Of The Thylacine’ by Margaret Wild and ‘One Careless Night’ by Christina Booth. These texts are rich and complex and 
combine written and visual elements to explore a powerful story and provocative ideas about the natural world and the challenges facing 
specific species. Students will practise the skills of predicting, inferring and summarising and will explore how language and text structure 
is used to shape and make meaning. Students will be given opportunities to engage in deep discussions, and think in ways that are 
imaginative, creative and critical. 
 
Mathematics 
Students in Foundation to Year 2 will further develop their number knowledge as they focus on number names, numerals, quantities and 
the process of counting in sequence, moving from any starting point. Students will explore number patterns and skip counting as well as 
locating numbers on a number line. Students will engage in activities using Australian money, recognising, identifying and counting coins 
and notes. Students will compare, order and describe duration of events using months, weeks, days and hours and connect days of the 
week to familiar events and actions. Students will explore time through the use of digital and analogue clocks. Year 1 and 2 students will 
investigate one-half and will learn to recognise and understand common uses of halves, quarters and eighths of shapes and groups of 
items. Students will investigate the effect of one step slides and flips and identify and describe full, half and quarter turns. 
In Year 3 and 4, the focus for mathematics this term will be extending our knowledge of the four operations  (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division). Students will build upon their knowledge and will apply their strategies to worded problems. Students will 
also be learning about Australian money and will be calculating change and will use this knowledge to solve problems in purchases. 
Within measurement, students will learn to measure, order and compare areas of shapes. Students will also learn to create and interpret 
simple grids including maps that involve scales and legends. 
In Years 5 and 6, the focus for Mathematics this term will primarily be extending our knowledge of the four operations, including 
fractions and decimals. Estimation will be used to check answers. Number patterns using fractions, decimals and whole numbers will be 
explored.  Students in Year 5 and 6 will draw nets and construct prisms and pyramids and explore the relationship between volume and 
capacity and convert between units of mass. 
Students will complete pre-assessments to identify knowledge and determine their next stage of learning, identifying and developing 
their own learning goals. In order to motivate and engage our students, a range of opportunities will be presented for students to apply 
their skills through rich learning tasks. Students will work on differentiated tasks to develop the skills to attain their Mathematics learning 
goals with explicit teaching. 
 
Student Wellbeing 
Through the implementation of the Smiling Mind program students will develop emotion and behaviour regulation skills, improve 
attention and concentration, and facilitate optimal environments for learning. Further information about Smiling Mind is available on the 
website https://www.smilingmind.com.au/The Respectful Relationships Program will continue to be implemented. Topics covered 
include Emotional Literacy, Personal Strengths, Positive Coping, Problem Solving, Stress Management, Help Seeking, Gender Identity and 
Positive Gender relations. Each homegroup works through activities related to their levels and students' learning needs within wellbeing.  
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Science 
Students will be developing Science understanding and inquiry skills within the sub-strand of Chemical Sciences.  
Students in Year F, 1 and 2 students will participate in simple investigations; questioning, sorting, observing, and collecting data, and 
communicating their ideas. Students will explore a range of materials and identify what they are made of, as well as the observable 
properties of these materials. Students will use their senses to question, observe, describe and sort a variety of natural and made 
objects. Students identify and describe how the different properties of materials suit their design purpose as they plan, design and 
evaluate products for an identified need. Students will explore how materials can be changed or combined for a particular purpose. 
Students will explore light, sound and heat energy, and how they are sensed and produced. They will use their senses to explore the 
properties of familiar objects and phenomena, identifying similarities and differences. Students will share and reflect on observations and 
ask and respond to questions about familiar objects and events. 
Year 3 and 4 students will learn about the three states of matter and will identify and label different materials as  solid, liquid or gas. 
Students will engage in experiments and investigations to explore how adding or removing heat can affect a material’s state of matter. 
Students will develop scientific thinking and inquiry skills through a range of interactive resources and hands- on experiences. 
Students in Year 5 and 6 will look at the specific properties and behaviour of the three states of matter - solids, liquids and gases. 
Students will investigate the behaviour of gases and relate it to the properties of gases. Students will plan and perform an experiment to 
compare the viscosity (thickness and stickiness) of liquids, considering and controlling variables to ensure the experiment is a fair test. 
Students will also investigate the effect of heating and cooling matter, using observations of gases to make inferences for liquids and  
solids. 
 
The Arts 
Performing Arts will be delivered on a Thursday as a part of our Specialist program by Mr. Nicholas Sparkes. 
Students in Year 5 and 6 will participate in weekly Visual Arts sessions. Year 5 students will explore the elements of art; colour and line to 
create a string picture. Students in Year 6 will plan and design a cushion by choosing photographs from past years and printing this to 
create a representation of their time at Nilma Primary School. 
 
Health and Physical Education 
Students will continue to participate in games and activities that focus on the development of fundamental skills with a focus on respect 
and sportsmanship every Thursday, exploring the fundamental skills within Netball and Cricket. Students will participate in games and 
activities as both individual and team players to develop the skills of chest, shoulder and bounce passing, step and pivot movements, and 
catching and throwing within Netball. Students will also develop skills in striking, fielding, catching and bowling within Cricket. Students 
will then apply these skills to practice a modified game of Netball and cricket. 
Students will take part in four intensive Swimming sessions with the first session to take place on Monday the 11th of December. Further 
information will be provided in a future newsletter along with permission forms.  
 
Home Learning  
Congratulations to students who have achieved significant nights of reading and have received certificates. Students are to continue to 
record their nightly reading and bring their student diary in daily to be checked off.  Weekly Home Learning tasks are set to support your 
child as a learner, practising skills and applying learning from within the classroom. Continued practice at home is encouraged with 
Camera words and the word lists within the student diary, students are to read and write these words with accuracy.  It is important that 
you support your child(ren) with the Learning Activities Under the Guidance of Home (LAUGH) tasks, negotiating a work space and time 
to attempt set tasks and practise skills. Support is provided from the school and students' efforts are recognised and celebrated. 
 
Regards, 

Kirsti Farr, Georgia Gardiner, Helen Brown, Meg De Jong & Saige Birrell 
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Year 3/4 Camp  -   2nd & 3rd November          

Full information and permission forms will  be distributed 
Monday 9th October for Forest Edge Camp. Thank you to 
families who have paid the deposit or in full. All payments 
will need to be finalised by Thursday 19th October 2023. 

Parent Payments 2023 

Thank you to the 70% of families who have paid the $225-
00 per student financial contribution for 2023. This ongo-
ing support makes a huge difference to our school, the 
programs we can offer and the support we can provide to 
the children. We understand that sometimes it can be 
difficult to budget for school related payments. Families 
experiencing financial hardship can speak with Jane to 
establish a payment plan.   

2024 Diary Sponsorship 

Nilma Primary School will again be including a personal-
ised student diary as part of our school communication for 
2024. The diaries will be individualised to suit the school 
and include information pertaining to the school’s vision 
and values with essential information to support our stu-
dents and families. 

We are opening this opportunity up to our Nilma Primary 
School Community to advertise in these diaries for a fee of 
$150 for the year.  

These diaries are distributed to all our students thus giving 
businesses a valuable opportunity to increase awareness 
to our families and our wider school community. In addi-
tion to this our sponsors are acknowledged in each school 
newsletter throughout the year.  

If you choose to become a diary sponsor, please send 
through a copy of your business logo to feature on the 
Sponsors Page. It would be appreciated if this could be 
sent in either a PDF or jpeg format, by Monday the 16th of 
October. 

An invoice will be sent to you upon receipt of the logo/
business card.   

If you require any further information regarding this, 
please contact the school on 03 5623 2963.  

Thank you and we look forward to working with you.  
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From The Office      

Happy Birthday 
Charlie      Tanner 



Respect, Responsibility & Resilience   Environment Achievement    Learning 

We are a Respectful Relationships School 

   
NILMA PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 

 

 

 

Students will be introduced to recently purchased 
books, they will complete different book challenges 
to encourage them to explore a wide variety of 
books. Yellow Home Group will read a variety of 
picture story books and focus on becoming more 
familiar with the characters, including the author’s 
choice of character.  They will choose a book to 
complete a more in-depth study on and create an 
interesting method of sharing this with their peers.   
Blue Home Group will choose a favourite book and 
create a ‘promotional item’ to share and encourage 
others to read the book. 

Red and Green Home Group students will read 
fiction and nonfiction books about animals. Students 
will explore the differences between these books. 

Red Home Group will complete a creative response 
related to the fiction books and share facts gained 
from the information books. 

Green Home Group students will write their own 
animal fact books using the information from the 
library books. Students will share their new 
knowledge with the class through visual and oral 
presentations. 

All students will continue to be encouraged to 
borrow and read books weekly, books about special 
celebrations and Christmas will be a focus for all 
home groups later in the term. 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
NEWS 

HATS 
Please ensure students have hats 
at school as per our School 
Sunsmart Policy! New hats can be 
purchased from Hip Pocket 
Workwear! 
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OCTOBER 2023 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

2 
START OF TERM 4 

3  

School Lunch Orders 

4 
Breakfast Club 

MARC 5 

Newsletter 
Breakfast Club     6 

School Assembly 

9 

Yr 5 /6   Hot Shots Tennis 
 

BOOK FAIR 

10 

School Lunch Orders 
 

BOOK FAIR 

11 
Breakfast Club 

 

BOOK FAIR 

MARC 12 
 

 

BOOK FAIR 

13 
Breakfast Club 

 

BOOK FAIR 

16 17 

School Lunch Orders 

18 
Breakfast Club 

SSGs 

Transition WRC & TSC 

MARC 19 
Year 3/4 camp 
 Payments due 

20 
Breakfast Club 

Loud Shirt Day  
School Assembly 

23 

Yr 5 /6   Kanga Cricket 
24 

School Lunch Orders 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 

25 
Breakfast Club 

Transition TSC 

MARC 26 

Newsletter 
27 

Breakfast Club 
CHAPLAIN FAREWELL 

& AFTERNOON TEA 

30 31 

School Lunch Orders 

   

NOVEMBER 2023 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
 

    1 
Breakfast Club 

Transition TSC 

  3/4  CAMP  2 
Year 2 Extended Day 

    MARC  

  3/4 CAMP   3 
Breakfast Club 

School Assembly 

6 

Student Free 
Curriculum Day      

  7 

Student Free 
Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

8 
Breakfast Club 

9 
MARC  

10 
Breakfast Club 

13 

Foundation Day 9-11 

14 

School Lunch Orders 

15 
Breakfast Club 

16 
MARC 

Newsletter  

17 
Breakfast Club 

AFL Kickstart  
School Assembly  

20 21 

School Lunch Orders 

22 
Breakfast Club 

23 
MARC 

Foundation Day 9-
11:30am 

24 
Breakfast Club 

27 28 

School Lunch Orders 
Transition TSC 

29 
Breakfast Club 

Foundation Day 9-1pm 

30 
MARC 

 

DECEMBER 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
 

   1 
Breakfast Club 

School Assembly  

4 

 
  5 

School Lunch Orders 
6 

Breakfast Club 
MARC                     7 

Newsletter  
8 

Breakfast Club 

11 
SWIMMING 

12 
School Lunch Orders 
Statewide Transition 

13 
Breakfast Club 

SWIMMING 
Transition TSC 

Year 6 Graduation/ End of 
year Celebration 5.30pm 

14 
MARC 

SWIMMING 

  

15 
Breakfast Club 

SWIMMING 

18 

Gumbuya World 
Whole School Celebration  

19 
Student Free Day—

Professional Practice  

End of Term       20 

Finish 1:15pm 

  


